SCRIP  TALK 

NATIONAL  SCRIP  COLLECTORS  NEWS  LETTER 

VOLUME  41 - ISSUE  172 


Spring  Edition  /  March,  2013 
PUBLISHED  QUARTERLY 
www.NATIONALSCRIPCOLLECTORS.ORG 


NSCA 

28732  Charreadas 
Laguna  Niguel,  Ca. 


92677 


Note  from  the  editor 


I  will  be  your  new  editor  of  SCRIP  TALK.  Kevin  Traube,  after 
eight  years,  is  the  out  going  editor.  Kevin’s  personnel  and  business 
endeavors  have  gotten  to  a  very  busy  point  and  he  felt  it  was  time 
to  pass  the  honor  to  me. 

I  grew  up  around  coal  mines  in  a  coal  mining  family  in  Lowesville, 
West  Virginia.  My  father ,  both  grand  fathers  and  four  uncles  were 
coal  miners.  I  have  never  worked  in  the  mines  as  a  career.  On  an 
informal  basis  I  did  do  some  mining.  My  family  used  coal  for  our 
home  heating.  We  lived  high  on  a  hill.  To  get  a  coal  delivery,  the 
driver  had  to  drive  up  a  high  grade  estimated  at  35  to  40  degree 
angle.  During  bad  weather  of  deep  snow  or  deep  mud  during 
thawing  coal  could  not  be  delivered.  Before  winter  we  stock  piled 
as  much  coal  as  our  storage  would  allow.  Some  times  we  would 
run  out  of  coal.  The  choice  was  be  cold  or  do  some  thing. 

Around  the  hill  where  we  lived  was  an  old  abandoned  Sewickley 
seam  coal  mine.  The  shaft  was  a  slope  opening  and  it  was  easy  to 
enter.  My  dad  and  I  would  visit  this  mine  with  brown  gunny  sacks, 
a  pick  and  shovel.  We  hauled  coal  until  we  could  get  a  delivery. 
This  was  my  mining  experience.  Looking  back,  I  would  never  go 
into  that  mine  today  when  considering  safety. 

Being  from  West  Virginia,  I  chose  to  mainly  collect  scrip  from  my 
home  state.  I  do  have  other  scrip.  These  are  Hoover  Dam,  some 
Kentucky,  American  Chemical  and  Potash,  Tagus  Ranch,  Madera 
Sugar  Pine  Lumber  and  other  various  lumber  pieces.  I  have  plans 
to  write  future  articles  on  Tagus  Ranch,  Madera  Sugar  Pine,  and 
American  Chemical  and  Potash.  Although  these  are  not  coal 
related,  I  feel  you  will  enjoy  these  stories  that  are  part  of  our  great 
American  history.  All  three  issued  scrip  to  their  workers. 
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As  the  new  year  comes  into  being,  Scrip  collecting  is  still  on  the  MOVE.  The  new 
website  has  over  1,100  hits  as  we  go  into  the  first  day  of  2013.  We  know  this  will  be  an  exciting 
year  in  the  coal  scrip  collecting  area.  In  my  former  life  I  was  a  deal  maker  and  I  still  know  a  deal 
when  I  see  one.  Mike  Williams  and  Patsy  Thacker  has  a  deal  for  you  in  the  membership  area. 
Spend  the  money  now  while  it's  still  worth  something  and  get  a  deal  that's  never  been  offered  by 
NSCA  before.  See  the  offer  in  the  last  issue  and  this  issue  of  SCRIP  TALK  for  books.  Have  you 
ever  thought  about  the  latest  piece  of  coal  scrip  listed  in  Edkins  is  about  60  years  old.  The 
obsolete  private  currency  of  coal  companies  and  their  stores  we  call  scrip  will  always  be  a  part  of 
the  history  of  the  communities  and  states  that  used  it.  Most  people  who  think  in  terms  of 
collecting  coins  and  paper  currency  think  of  government  issued  items.  I  would  think  in  the  U.  S. 
alone,  that  number  would  be  in  the  100's  of  thousands  or  millions.  Then  you've  got  to  realize 
how  many  millions  of  coins  the  U.  S.  mint  makes  each  year  just  for  them.  While  the  coal  scrip 
collectors  right  now  number  in  the  hundreds  or  a  few  thousand,  our  collections  of  scrip  have  a 
closer  relationship  to  people,  history  and  the  hardship  of  survival  in  the  era  of  private  currency  of 
coal  companies  than  U.  S.  currency.  National  bank  or  other  types  of  Obsolete  currency  ever 
could.  Scrip  is  not  minted  any  more,  and  I  doubt  collected  as  a  hobby.  People  of  that  era  were  to 
interested  in  just  surviving.  Coal  scrip  collectors  can  look  forward  to  their  collections  increasing 
in  value  as  the  years  go  by.  Let  the  general  public  know  you  collect  scrip,  now  let's  go  find  a  few 
good  tokens  for  our  collections. 


BILLY  W.  CAMPBELL 


COAL  SCRIP  AS  PRIVATE  CURRENCY 

FREE  ADMISSION  SCRIP  SHOW  COAL,  MERCHANT  &  LUMBER  APRIL  19-20,  2013 


The  National  Scrip  Collectors  Association  (a  KY  not  for  profit)  will  be  holding  their  semi-annual 
show  and  meeting  in  Beckley,  WV  April  19th  starting  at  8  A.M.  and  ending  at  noon  on  the  20th 
Location  is  2120  Harper  Road  at  the  Country  Inn  &  Suites.  FREE  ADMISSION  and  the  public  is 
invited  and  encouraged  to  attend.  Coal  Scrip  was  the  private  currency  of  Coal  Companies.  In  the 
mid  1950's  scrip  had  all  but  disappeared  as  a  method  of  labor  payment.  Coal  Scrip  like  other 
obsolete  currency  has  survived  and  today  is  thriving  in  the  hands  of  collectors.  No  one  ever 
thought  that  Coal,  Merchant  and  Lumber  Scrip  would  have  another  life.  As  hard  as  the  work  was 
to  earn  a  few  dollars  the  miner  and  lumberman's  families  had  no  thought  of  saving  the  Scrip. 
Almost  all  scrip  is  in  circulated  condition,  even  so  some  few  are  worth  hundreds  of  dollars  or 
more.  There  will  be  Vendors,  Dealers  and  collectors  at  the  show  that  would  offer  their  opinion  as 
to  the  value  of  any  scrip  and  maybe  where  to  sell  it  if  desired.  Other  mining  memorabilia, 
artifacts,  coal  scrip  books  and  catalogues  usually  have  Dealers  also.  The  main  of  the  purpose  of 
NSCA  is  to  encourage  the  study  and  research  of  the  history  of  coal  mining  companies  as  it 
relates  to  the  usage  of  scrip  tokens  and  the  families  that  used  it.  For  more  information  please 
contact  Donald  Clifford  at  304-727-4062  email  (clff635@aol.com)  or 
nationalscripcollectorsassociation.org.  Clip  and  save  article  for  future  use. 


Billy  W.  Campbell 


/\m  ftt I  NCr  / 

WOW  ! ! ! ! !  in  the  Jan/Feb  201 1  issue  of  Scrip  Talk,  bottom  of  back  page  is  an  item  of  interest.  If 
you  don't  remember  go  back  and  not  only  look  but  do  something.  I  remember  talking  to  a  Virginia 
collector  who  has  tried  to  get  some  major  Virginia  collectors  to  share  information,  but  to  no  avail. 
WHY??  I  must  say  I've  had  success  when  I  ask  a  direct  question  to  the  few  collectors  I  know  in 
the  area  that  they  specialize  in.  The  problem,  for  me,  is  because  I  collect  all  of  West  Virginia,  there 
are  so  many  counties  that  I  do  not  know  anyone  collecting.  If  you're  a  collector  of  scrip  don't  you 
want  to  know  who  has  those  tokens  you're  missing,  if  they  really  exist,  if  they  may  have  a  dupli¬ 
cate  for  sale,  or  a  number  of  other  questions  you  might  think  of.  I'm  willing  to  give  any  informa¬ 
tion  that  might  help  another  collector  if  I  have  it.  I  have  some  unpublished  information  on  over 
300  different  mines  and  stores  consisting  of  thousands  of  ISC  record  pages.  Contact  me  person¬ 
ally  or,  better  yet,  send  a  question  to  Scrip  Talk  and  maybe  get  multiple  or  a  more  concise  answer. 
Years  ago  there  was  a  question  and  answer  page  in  Scrip  Talk.  It's  time  to  revive  that  interesting 
topic.  Getting  back  to  information,  some  of  the  websites  that  I  regularly  use  are  West  Virginia  of¬ 
fice  of  Miners  Health  Safety  and  Training,  archive  search  West  Virginia  Department  of  Mines, 
place  names  of  West  Virginia  and  origins  of  West  Virginia  place  names  just  to  name  four.  I  would 
think  most  states  have  something  similar.  I  was  very  lucky  to  acquire  35  different  Dun  and  Brad- 
street  directories  from  1879  to  1955  from  a  fellow  collector,  just  more  information.  If  you  have 
Directories  for  sale  I'm  sure  there  are  others  besides  myself  that  would  like  to  know.  As  you  can 
see  I  still  have  open  years  that  I  need.  Who,  besides  myself,  has  a  complete  set  of  Swandale  2731 
(Clay)  Elk  River?  They  are  just  R6,  7, and  8's,  but  you  never  see  one  for  sale.  Of  course,  maybe 
the  lumber  collectors  have  them.  This  is  an  example  of  information  sharing. 

It's  amazing  how  some  collectors  will  not  share  information  and  a  few  will  go  out  of  their  way  to 
help.  I  have  all  issues  of  Scrip  Talk  from  1974  through  1985  and  most  others  since  I  joined  NSCA 
in  the  early  2000's.  That  said,  when  I  go  back  through  them  I  find  a  lot  of  useful  information  about 
scrip  from  a  great  many  of  the  same  people.  I  was  talking  to  Jim  Lackey  the  other  day  about  this 
subject.  He  said,  and  I'll  put  what  he  said  in  just  a  little  different  wording,  "Knowledge  is  like  fer¬ 
tilizer,  but  if  you  don't  spread  it  around  it  does  no  good."  I  will  say  that  one  reason  collectors  don't 
tell  about  their  collections  is  security.  A  very  good  subject  of  discussion.  Security  and  personal 
safety  should  be  a  high  priority  to  everyone.  Offsite  secure  storage  is  the  best  way  to  protect  any 
valuables.  Sure  it’s  a  little  trouble,  but  they  will  be  safe.  Most  collectors  use  the  catalogue  as  ref¬ 
erence  for  the  tokens  they  have  anyway.  A  large  heavy  duty  home  fireproof  safe  can  work  if  you 
can  keep  the  humidity  out  of  it  and  there  are  ways  to  do  that.  In  this  day  of  digital  and  high  techni¬ 
cal  security  with  offsite  monitoring  of  intrusion,  motion,  glass  breakage  and  visual  recording  with 
immediate  security  response,  a  system  for  your  home  and  office  is  a  ABSOLUTE  must,  collector 
or  not.  There  are  also  outdoor  sensors  that  will  send  a  warning  inside  your  home  when  a  vehicle 
enters  your  drive  and  another  type  of  sensor  for  remote  movement  anywhere  within  150  feet  of 
your  home. 

Some  Edkins  information  or  questions;  let  me  know  your  thoughts: 


MOUNT  GAY  1991  [Logan] 

The  Edkins  catalogue  has  the  A1  as  being  Nickel.  I  have  A1  as  Aluminum,  as  does  another  Logan 
County  collector.  We  both  think  the  catalogue  is  wrong.  Could  have  been  described  as  white 
metal  when  rubbing  was  submitted. 

TURKEY  KNOB  2847  [Fayette] 

The  Edkins  catalogue  has  the  A1  as  being  Brass.  I  have  A1  as  NP,  as  does  another  Fayette  collec¬ 
tor.  We  both  think  the  catalogue  is  wrong.  Someone  may  have  not  looked  very  close. 

ORGAS  2131  [Boone] 

The  Edkins  catalogue  has  H.J.  Hendricks  &  Sons  listed  in  Orgas.  Actually,  it  was 
P.R.  Hendricks  &  Sons  that  was  the  company  store  for  Vermillion  Coal  Co.  Research  in  D&B 
shows  H.J.  Hendricks  &  Sons  were  in  Keith,  WV,  and  Dodrill  has  as  the  company  store  for  Co- 
lumbus-Pittsburg  Coal  Co. 

WHITESVILLE  3013  [Boone] 

The  Edkins  catalogue  shows  the  H25  as  MMISC  Des.  Pat.  Who  has  this  sneaky  token  ????  Wal¬ 
ter  Caldwell  never  had  it,  I  have  never  seen  it,  and  a  long  time  Boone  County  collector  doesn't 
have  it.  We  all  do  did/have  the  G25  MMISC  Pat.  Pend.  I  think  it's  the  only  BLUE  STAR  STORE 
250  token.  ISC  records  show  1000  250  made  10-20-1930.  Of  course,  something  could  have  hap¬ 
pen  during  the  striking  process  that  made  them  change  the  reverse  die.  Am  I  wrong  on  the  above? 

LOGAN  1616  [Logan]  Is  the  Cl 00a  really  a  R9? 

WENDEL  2973  [Taylor]  Is  the  A50  &  A 100  really  a  R10? 

ERSKINE  959  [Fayette]  What  is  the  difference  between  KLEENCOAL  1539  [Logan]? 

NUTT  ALLBURG  2097  [Fayette]  Who  has  a  03?  Is  it  a  R10? 

Whatever  State,  Area,  County,  Company,  Store,  Pictorial  and  Etc.  you  collect,  don't  you  want  it  to 
be  the  very  best  you  can  make  it?  It  requires  information  to  back  up  the  Scrip  in  your  collection, 
not  just  the  token.  Send  your  answers  to  me  and  I  will  get  them  into  Scrip  Talk  so  everyone  will 
know.  You  can  contact  me  at:  bwcok@knology.net 

All  rights  resented  by  author. 

Scrip  Talk  welcomes  your  stories  &  articles 


\  Join  the  NSCA! 

NAME _ 

ADDRESS _ 

CITY _  STATE  _  ZIP _ 

_ New  _ Renew  $20  ~  1  year  $85  ~  5  years  $300  ~  Lifetime 

i 

Memberships  expire  on  the  date  shown  on  the  mailing  label. 

, 


MINE  LIGHTING 

By  Bill  Fugera 

Illustrations  courtesy  of  Eli  Harrah  from  old 
Marshall- Wells  Company  miner’s  supply  catalogs 

For  those  of  you  that  have  worked  or  been  in  a  coal  mine  or  any  type  of  mine  will  understand  total  darkness.  I’m 
sure  many  of  you  have  experienced  this  by  turning  off  or  losing  the  function  of  your  light  while  in  a  mine.  It  can  be  an 
errie  feeling.  To  work  in  a  coal  mine  some  type  of  lighting  is  obviously  essential.  Since  the  beginning  of  underground 
mining,  mining  lamps  have  undergone  a  remarkable  development.  Technology  has  brought  the  open  flame  source 
lamp  to  the  intrinsic  safe  battery  powered  lamp.  In  1906  open  flame  lamps  caused  53  %  of  coal  mine  explosions.  In 
1912  the  US  Bureau  of  Mines  said  open  flame  lamps  caused  two  disasters. 


The  oldest  known  mining  light  was  a  flame  wick  used  in  an  English  chalk  mine  around  10,000  BC.  The  Romans  were 
also  known  to  have  used  some  type  of  oil  lamp  in  mining.  Candles  were  also  known  to  be  used  around  the  First 
Century  AD. 

In  the  early  days  of  coal  mining  candles  were  more  commonly  used  for  lighting.  They  were  not  very  efficient  as  far 
as  providing  good  light  for  the  miner.  The  miner  had  to  devise  a  means  of  holding  the  candle  while  he  worked. 
Various  holders  were  constructed  so  that  the  candle  could  be  solidly  placed.  Instead  of  the  typical  candlestick,  a 
holder  with  a  spike  was  used.  A  popular  spiked  holder  was  called  the  Varney.  This  holder  was  developed  by  Nathan 
Varney  in  Denver  Colorado.  There  were  many  variations  of  this  type  of  holder.  Today  collectors  seek  these  antiques 
paying  $75  to  $300  depending  on  condition  and  manufacturer.  The  miner  could  jab  this  holder  in  timbers,  dirt  or 
cracked  coal  seams.  The  Mine  Company  did  not  typically  supply  candles  to  the  miner.  The  air  current  rate  flowing 
through  the  mine  affected  the  candles.  Not  only  could  the  candle  be  blown  out  but  also  a  high  airflow  could  cause  the 
candle  to  bum  down  quickly  and  be  an  added  expense  to  the  miner.  With  experience  the  miner  could  estimate  the  time 
of  day  by  the  drop  in  candle  length.  This  was  a  built-in  watch.  Another  draw  back  of  the  candle  was  still  the  danger  of 
an  open  light.  One  positive  feature  of  a  tallow  candle  was  that  it  could  be  eaten  by  a  trapped  miner  or  during  some 
other  emergency. 


The  safety  lamp  was  a  very  innovative  invention.  This  lamp  had  an  open 
flame,  but  it  was  isolated  from  the  atmosphere  by  a  shield.  In  1815  an 
Englishman  named  Sir  Humphrey  Davy  developed  a  fine  wire  gause  that 
surrounded  the  flame.  Davy’s  idea  was  that  a  wire  gause  mesh  surround¬ 
ing  the  flame  would  allow  air  to  support  the  flame,  but  not  allow  the  flame 
beyond  the  mesh.  As  the  flame  would  go  outward  toward  the  mesh  the 
flame  would  be  broken  into  very  fine  jets.  The  flame  would  then  be  reduced  in  temperature  by  the  cool  metal  and  be 
extinguished.  If  methane  from  the  mine  entered  the  mesh  it  would  bum  inside  the  lamp  but  not  go  beyond  the  mesh. 


The  next  generation  light  was  the  teapot  style  lamp  around  1860  to  1920. 
This  lamp  used  oil  and  a  wick  for  illumination.  This  lamp  contained  a  hook 
that  allowed  the  miner  to  hook  it  to  his  hat.  The  flame  was  very  sooty  and 
was  maybe  a  step  above  a  candle  for  illumination.  Again  there  was  the 
danger  of  the  open  flame.  Due  to  the  inherent  flame  danger  efforts  to  find 
a  safer  lamp  led  to  the  invention  of  the  safety  lamp. 


There  were  many  variations  of  this  lamp.  The  Wolfe  Company  made  one  of  popular  use.  This  lamp  used  naphtha  as 
fuel.  Naphtha  is  the  equivalent  of  gasoline.  The  use  of  naphtha  gave  more  candle  power  then  other  fuels.  As  a  safety 
precaution  a  magnet  kept  in  the  lamp  house  could  only  be  used  to  open  this  lamp.  If  the  flame  was  extinguished  an 
enclosed  flint  and  spring  striker  allowed  the  lamp  to  be  lit  without  it  being  opened. 


The  safety  lamp  became  an  excellent  gas  detector.  If  methane  was  present,  a  pale  blue 
halo  formed  above  the  flame.  The  percentage  of  methane  could  be  estimated  by  the  height 
of  the  flame. 

During  the  end  of  the  19th  century,  the  carbide  lamp  was  introduced.  H.  Hooke,  who 
was  a  mine  inspector  in  Wales  in  1897,  invented  the  first  carbide  lamp.  By  the  early  20th 
Century  carbide  lamps  were  being  used.  This  lamp  produced  a  white  light.  This  light  was 
much  better  than  the  candle  and  the  teapot  lamp.  With  a  reflector  the  carbide  lamp  pro¬ 
duced  a  candlepower  around  4.2  to  6.2.  This  lamp  was  4  to  6  times  more  powerful  than  a 
candle  or  a  teapot  lamp.  Again  it  was  a  lamp  with  an  open  flame.  Catalogs  from  the 
1910’s  show  most  carbide  lamps  cost  $18.00.  A  superintendent’s  lamp  cost  $18.00.  At 
today’s  standard  that  was  $  340.  The  average  lamp  used  0.5  oz/hour  of  carbide  @  10  cents 
per  pound.  This  was  2.5  cents  to  fire  a  lamp  for  8  hours.  Many  lamps  were  advertised  as 
shift  lamps.  Meaning  they  would  last  an  eight-hour  shift  before  refueling,  however,  many  POLYGON  FEED 
only  lasted  four  hours. 


The  carbide  lamp  used  water  and  calcium  carbide  to  produce  a  gas  called  acetylene. 
Acetylene  bums  very  hot.  As  many  of  you  know  an  acetylene  torch  is  used  for  cutting 
metal.  The  carbide  lamp  consists  of  a  water  container  screwed  onto  a  container  where 
the  carbide  is  placed.  Water  is  dripped  to  the  carbide  through  a  small  valve.  As  the  water 
and  carbide  react,  acetylene  gas  is  produced.  This  gas  flows  through  a  heat  resistant 
burner  tip.  The  gas  is  ignited  with  a  flint  such  as  used  on  a  cigarette  lighter.  A  disadvan¬ 
tage  of  this  lamp  was  that  the  burner  tip  often  clogged.  Also  the  flow  of  water  was  at 
times  not  easily  controlled. 

The  next  generation  lighting  was  a  major  step  to  the  electric  lamp.  Initially,  electric 
lamps  were  hand  held  and  were  cumbersome.  Batteries  were  often  a  problem  due  to  acid 
leakage.  After  1940  lighter  weight  lamps  and  batteries  were  worn  on  the  belt  and  cap. 
After  many  stages  of  improvements  and  developments,  the  electric  lamp  is  universally 
used  throughout  the  mining  industry.  This  lamp  produces  approximately  1 1  -candle  power.  A  fully  charged  battery  worn 
on  belt  can  last  12  hours  or  more. 


MINERS  SPECIAL 
25  and  100  Lb.  Drums 

Size  %  to  *4  In. 

Per  100  Lbs. 

No.  P2649E — 100  Lb.  Drums; 

Gross  Wt.  107  Lbs . $11.50 

No.  P2649F — 25  Lb.  Drums.  13.30 
Note — See  Special  Description 
above  on  Miners  Special  Carbide 


10  LB.  CANS;  Size  Can  10x5x5  In. 

Miners  Special,  Bicycle,  and 
Small  Auto  Lamp  Size  z/bxVz  in. 

per 

No.  P2649H — In  Full  Cases  of 
6  Cans.;  Weight  75  Lbs. 

Case  . $10.60 

No.  2649 H — Less  than  Full 
Cases  .  10.60 


ALL  COAL  &  LUMBER  SCRIP 

WEST  VIRGINIA 
TOKENS 

CIVIL  WAR  TOKENS 
POCKET  WATCHES 


WAR  RELICS 
U.S.  COINS  &  CURRENCY 


**Doug  Bumgardner  -  A.N.A.  #50786 


Kanawha  Coin  Shop 
712  Brawley  Walkway 
Charleston,  WV  25301 

Phone:  (304)  342-8081  Fax:  (304)  342-9401 

Web:  www.kanawhacoin.com 


E-Mail:  info@kanawhacoin.com 


Paid  Advertisement 


COMTACT  FORM 

Fill  out  contact  form  and  mail  in  regarding  contact  information  for  trading 
with  other  members.  Fill  out  only  the  information  that  you  want  shared,  if 
any.  Information  will  be  printed  in  each  edition  of  Scrip  Talk. 

Name  _ 

Address  _  _ 


Phone  _ 

Cell  phone 
Email  _ 

What  you 
Collect  or 
Need 


Return  to:  NSCA  28732  Charreadas  St  Laguna  Niguel  CA  92677 


Join  the  NSCA! 

NAME _ 

ADDRESS _ 

I  CITY _  STATE  _  ZIP 

_ New  _ Renew  $20  ~  1  year  $85  ~  5  years  $300  ~  Lifetime 

Memberships  expire  on  the  date  shown  on  the  mailing  label. 

NSCA  POB  10113  Knoxville,  TN  37939 


Member  Directory 


Harold  A.  Snodgress 
208  Bethel  Road 
Beckley,  WV  25801 
304-253-5446 
Raleigh  County  Scrip  WV 
Other  scrip  for  traders 

Thomas  M.  Perry 
902  Glen  Way 

South  Charleston,  WV  25309 
304-768-2941 
tperrv4  <7  suddenlink.net 
WV  only  -  Specials  Logan, 
Boone,  Kanawha,  Putnam, 
Lincoln,  /  coal,  wood,  Merc 
Have  many  WV  sets  to  trade. 
Contact  me  for  wants 

Quintin  Stewart 
164  Brush  Mtn  Circle 
Miracle,  Ky  40856 
954-540-7737 
qstewart@hotmail.com 

WV  coal  lumber  scrip 
Starting  Ky  scrip 

Mike  Williams 
5727  Woodbum  Dr. 
Knoxville,  Tenn.  37919 
865-588-6140 
865-385-3405-cell 


Donald  Clifford 
P  O  Box  65 
St.  Albans,  WV  25177 
304-727-4062 
clift635@aol.com 
WV  merchant  tokens 
WV  lumber  tokens 
WV  encased  tokens 
Greenbrier  County 
WV  coal  scrip 

Robert  Steve  King 
709  Cardinal  Dr. 

Brevard,  North  Carolina 
828-  883-8028 
tokenaddict@citcom.net 
North  Carolina  tokens  & 
Whetstones,  Want  Carolina 
coal  tokens 

Edward  H.  Berge 
1313  Western  Run  Rd. 
Cockeysville,  Md  21030 
410-771-4000 
443-604-5030  cell 
Edward  b@aol.com 

Gene  Miller 
3306  Storton  Ct. 

Louisville,  Ky  40220 
502-658-2570 


Darrell  Rainbolt 

1455  Short  St 

Corydon,  In.  47112 

812-738-2579 

812-736-3202  cell 

drainbolt@frontier.com 

Fordson  coal  scrip 

Ford  motor  Plant  Badges 

Pond  Creek  A25,  A 100  - 

Banner  fork  Blc,  B5b,  B50,  El 

Twin  branch  B  10a 

All  Nuttallburg  A1 

A5,  A10,  A25,  A50,  A100 

H5b,  H50 


I23mvvilliams@gmail.com 

Tenn,  Tex,  coal  &  lumber 
Ohio  coal  only 

Claude  Travis 
3599  Merle  Travis  Way 
Beechmont,  Ky  42323 
claudetravis@vahoo.com 

Western  Ky  area 
Coal  &  merchant  from  my  area 
Mine  inspector  journals  to  1940’s 
Beech  Creek  Coal  (  mining ) 

Co  Beech  Creek,  Ky 
$1.00  and  25  c 

Roy  Copin 
52  Copin  Hill 
Elizabeth,  WV  26143 
rhcopin@vahoo.com 
All  WV  scrip,  Copin  Gas 
Coal  Co.  scrip.  Bower,  WV 
Need  larger  denom 
(.25,  .50 &  $1.00 


Need  Ky  scrip 
Will  trade  or  sell 
prison,  tavern,  foreign 
Coal,  lumber,  exploders 
Ky,  Ohio,  Ind,  western 
states,  hobo  nickels, 
coufed  bills,  whiskey  tokens 
Ask  for  list 

Elvin  Miller 
P  O  Box  366 
Topping,  Va  23169 

Garrett  N.  Salyers 

86  McKenzie  Ln 

Olive  Hill,  Ky  41 164 

606-286-5056 

606-316-0485  cell 

gsalyers@hotmail.com 

Carter  Co.  Ky  tokens  from 

Olive  Hill,  Grahn,  Grayson 

Mt.  Savage,  Willard,  Rosedale 

Carter  BIMetals,  Need  The  Elliott 

County  Stave  Lumber  &  Tie  Co 


Borates  Follow  Up 
By  Bill  Fugera 


Please  refer  to  my  past  article  about  borates. 

On  the  way  home  from  Las  Vegas  two  weeks  ago  my  wife  and  I  decided  to 
stop  at  Death  Valley  and  check  out  some  of  the  borate  mining  history.  We 
cut  across  the  Funeral  Mountains  west  of  Las  Vegas  via  Pahrump,  Nevada 
heading  to  Death  Valley.  The  drive  was  through  very  beautiful  desert 
scenery.  Unfortunately  we  did  not  see  any  mountain  sheep  that  inhabit  the 
area. 

We  eventually  arrived  at  the  town  of  Death  Valley  Junction.  Death  Valley 
Junction  at  one  time  was  a  booming  borate  processing  town.  Several  mines 
fed  the  processing  mills.  A  narrow  gauge  railroad  hauled  borate  ore  from  the 
mine  at  Ryan.  The  ghost  town  of  Ryan  is  privately  owned  and  not 
accessible.  Back  to  Death  Valley  Junction —  Today  the  processing  mills, 
most  of  the  original  town  and  railroad  tracks  are  gone.  Remaining  is  the 
original  1928  era  adobe  building  that  was  used  for  the  company  store,  rec 
hall,  offices,  theater  and  hotel.  A  couple  of  wooden  water  towers  from  the 
mill  still  remain.  Today  the  hotel  is  still  operating.  The  lobby  and  decor  is  a 
time  warp.  Roz  and  I  met  two  very  nice  ladies  that  were  employees  of  the 
facility.  They  were  very  generous  in  answering  questions  about  the  area.  In 
the  lobby  were  displays  of  remnants  of  the  mining  days.  The  ladies 
commented  they  would  walk  around  the  area  and  find  artifacts.  Of  interest 
was  a  piece  of  scrip  in  a  cabinet.  Unfortunately  the  opening  to  the  cabinet 
was  against  a  wall  and  was  too  fragile  to  move  and  allow  access  to  the  scrip. 
Later  we  drove  to  the  Furnace  Creek  Inn  area.  As  noted  in  my  previous 
article  this  inn  was  a  company  diversification  built  in  the  late  1920’s.  It  is 
still  in  business  at  $200  plus  per  night. 

Near  by  were  the  remnants  of  the  Harmony  Borax  works  and  a  museum. 
Most  of  the  museum  was  housed  in  a  former  Borax  company  building.  The 
museum  contained  hundreds  of  displays  including  several  of  the  20  mule 
team  wagons  and  support  equipment. 

We  had  an  enjoyable  day  in  the  mid  70’s,  with  great  history  and  scenery. 


NEW  MEMBERSHIP  DRIVE 


IS  THIS  YOUR  LAST  ISSUE  OF  SCRIP  TALK? 

Check  the  DATE  on  the  ADDRESS  LABEL  -  If  it  has  expired  this  could  be  your 

last  issue  without  RENEWAL! 

We  have  a  unique  offer  for  all  New  Member’s  or  Renewing  Members 
Buy  a  5  Year  or  Life  Membership  and  get  TWO  FREE  BOOKS! 


CHOOSE  1  MEMBERSHIP  OPTION: 

Either  a  5-Year  Membership  @  $85 

or 

A  Life  Membership  @  $400 


CHOOSE  1  BOOK: 

Either  of  the  current  Edkin's  Books  3rd  edition:  Volume  I  or  Volume  II 

Plus,  you  will  receive: 

Dave  Schenkman’s  BiMetallic  Trade  Tokens  of  The  United  States,  hb  163  pgs 

[Please  include  $5  shipping] 


Of  course,  you  can  always  still  choose  the  1-Year  Membership  option: 

$20  for  1-year,  no  books  included 


BOOK  OFFERS  VALID  WHILE  SUPPLIES  LAST 


NSCA  POB 10113  KNOXVILLE,  TN  37939 

NSCAinc  @  GMAIL.COM 


www.NationalScripCollectors.org 


The  “W.  H.  Roberts  and  Co.”  Scrip 
By  Milton  Ellison 

In  1 982,  I  found  ,  with  a  metal  detector,  two  pieces  of  this 
scrip  in  the  lawn  of  the  old  Roberts  house  in  Wise,  Virginia. 
With  foils  and  pictures  of  W.  H.  Roberts  and  company,  I 
contacted  Terry  Trantow,  who  included  the  tokens  in  the 
lumber  token  book.  He,  however,  made  a  statement  of 
lumber  operations  from  1939  to  1963  under  the  listing, 
which  actually  belongs  with  the  W.  S.  Roberson  lumber 
scrip  listed  under  Wise  VA.  In  the  1902  R.  G.  Dun 
Business  Directory,  W.  H.  Roberts  is  also  listed  as  having  a 
store  in  Pound,  Virginia,  this  matches  the  scrip  style  as  it 
appears  to  be  Quints  made  of  aluminum  and  with  the 
numerals  serrated,  a  popular  scrip  of  that  era. 

Gordon  Dodrill  lists  Roberts  Coal  Co.  as  having 
operations  in  Glamorgan,  Va.  with  a  store  in  Wise,  VA. 

The  coal  company  is  listed  as  operating  from  1917-1924 
with  58  employees.  A  1923  R.  G.  Dun  verifies  this.  The 
question  I  always  had  was,  “  Is  this  the  same  Roberts  as  the 
W.  H.  whose  scrip  I  had  found?”  My  question  was 
answered  recently  when  a  chance  conversation  took  place 
between  me  and  Joe  Roberts,  a  retired  attorney  of  Wise, 
Virginia.  I  always  ask  people  about  scrip  and  since  Joe  is 
eighty-six  years  old,  I  certainly  asked  him  about  his 
granddad,  W.  H.  who  had  both  coal  and  lumber  operations 
and  W.  H.  did  use  the  scrip  in  his  coal  business.  He  related 
to  me  that  when  a  boy  a  box  of  the  scrip  was  used  as  poker 
chips  when  they  played  cards  at  the  old  house  where  I  had 


dug  the  two  pieces  in  the  lawn.  He  said  that  the  scrip  had 
been  lost  or  discarded  over  the  years,  and  that  no  one  in  the 
family  had  any. 

Therefore,  I  believe  that  the  scrip  should  be  added  to 
the  new  coal  scrip  catalog  and  should  be  rated  R-10.  Does 
anyone  have  any,  also  has  anyone  seen  any  scrip  with  this 
legend:  “  Payable  on  Demand  at  the  counters  of’?  ?  ?  I  ran 
an  ad  in  the  TAMS  Journal  in  the  late  ‘80s  to  buy  any  token 
with  this  legend.  I  got  no  response! 

Coming  soon: 

1 .  Confusion  over  the  Jenkins  Kentucky  dollars  of  the 
Consolidation  Coal  Co. 

2.  Is  B.  Y.  Peary  Coebum  Virginia  Coal  Scrip? 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.H.  Roberts  are  seen  sitting  on  log.  Floyd  Roberts  is  seated  on 

nno  Ot  f  nn 


Floyd  Roberts  on  horse;  Rich  Roberts,  Hamp  Roberts  standing’  Log  was  cut 
from  the  lands  of  Clinch  Field  Coal  Co.  Picture  dated  around  190ft 


Women  Miners 

by  Bill  Fugera 

Many  women  feel  they  have  a  rough  life  in  this 
modem  age.  I  agree  that  many  single  mothers 
and  abused  women  have  it  rough.  Lets  take  a 
look  at  what  some  women  coal  miners  had  to 
endure  in  the  mid  1800’s.  Then  draw  your  con¬ 
clusions. 

From  Great  Britain,  Parliamentary  papers, 
dated  1842: 

Betty  Harris,  age  37: 1  was  married  at  23  and 
went  into  a  colliery  when  I  was  married.  I  used 
to  weave  when  about  12  years  old:  can  neither 
read  nor  write  I  work  for  Andrew  Knowles,  of 
Little  Bolton  and  make  some  times  7s  a  week, 
sometimes  not  so  much.  I  am  a  drawer  ( pull 
mine  cars  ),  and  work  from  6  in  the  morning  to  6 
at  night.  Stop  about  an  hour  at  noon  to  eat  my 
dinner:  have  bread  and  butter  for  dinner;  I  get  no 
drink.  I  have  two  children,  but  they  are  too 
young  to  work.  I  worked  at  drawing  when  I  was 
in  a  family  way.  I  know  a  woman  who  has  gone 
home  and  washed  herself,  taken  to  her  bed, 
delivered  of  a  child  ,  and  gone  to  work  again 
under  the  week. 

I  have  a  belt  round  my  waist,  and  a  chain  passing  between  my  legs  ,  and  I  go  on  my  hands  and  feet. 
The  road  is  very  steep,  and  we  have  to  hold  by:  and  when  there  is  no  rope,  by  anything  we  can  catch 
hold  of.  There  are  six  women  and  about  six  boys  in  the  pit  I  work  in:  it  is  very  hard  work  for  a 
woman.  The  pit  is  very  wet  where  I  work,  and  the  water  comes  over  our  clog  tops  always,  and  I 
have  seen  it  up  to  my  thighs:  it  rains  in  at  the  roof  terribly.  My  clothes  are  wet  through  almost  all  day 
long.  I  never  was  ill  in  my  life,  but  when  I  was  lying  in. 

My  cousin  looks  after  the  children  in  the  day  time.  I  am  very  tired  when  I  get  home  at  night:  I  fall 
asleep  sometimes  before  I  get  washed.  I  am  not  so  strong  as  I  was,  and  cannot  stand  my  work  so 
well  as  I  used  to.  I  have  drawn  till  I  have  bathe  skin  off  me:  the  belt  and  chain  is  worse  when  we  are 
in  the  family  way.  My  feller  (  husband  )  has  beaten  me  many  a  times  for  not  being  ready.  I  were  not 
used  to  it  at  First,  and  he  had  little  patience.  I  have  known  many  a  man  beat  his  drawer.  I  have 
known  men  take  liberties  with  the  drawers,  and  some  of  the  women  have  bastards. 


SECRETARY/TREASURER’S  REPORT— February  201 3  ITEMIZED 


TOTALS 


PREVIOUS  DECEMBER  BALANCE: 


$6,942.08 


INCOME: 

1 .  Club  Dues,  paid  in,  from  New  Member  and  Renewals  $1 ,305.00 

2.  NET  Book  Sales  collected  since  last  issue  of  Scrip  Talk  $870.00 

3.  Full  page  ad  in  Scrip  Talk  3  issues  by  Kanawha  Coin  Shop  $60.00 


Total  Income 


$2,235.00 


EXPENSES: 

1.  Scrip  Talk  Dec  2012  issue  —  printing  -$159.00 

2.  Scrip  Talk  Dec  2012  issue  —  mailing  -$1 37  80 


Total  Expenses 


-$296.80 


Bank  Balance  as  of  this  issue  of  Scrip  Talk 


$8,880.28 


NEW  MEMBERS  SINCE  AND  INCLUDING  PINEVILLE  SHOW 

Number  of  new  members  and  how  they  joined  the  NSCA 
Three —  During  Pineville  fall  meeting. 

Four —  Direct  contact  with  club  since  Pineville 
Two —  Through  club  member  contact  January,  2013 

In  addition:  there  have  been  nine  5  yr.  Membership  book  offers 
processed  to  date. 

Every  member  may  want  to  spread  the  word  about  the  5  yr 
membership  drive  that  has  the  "  TWO  FREE  BOOK  OFFER" 
and  talk  up  the  club's  website  below. 

www.NATiONALSCRlPCOLLECTORS.ORG 


^^^^^^•N.S.C.A.  FREE  AOS  FOR  MEMBERS^s^-^>-<s-^-<s 

Free  Ads  are  available  to  N.S.C.A.  members  at  no  charge.  The  only  requirements  being  that 
they  are  limited  to  4  lines,  one  ad  per  issue.  You  may  send  up  to  four  different  ads  in  one 

mailina  Deadline  for  Free  Ads  is  three  weeks  after  the  postmark  of  the  current  issue  of 

SCRIP  TALK.  All  ads  received  after  the  deadline  will  be  held  for  the  followinq  issue.  No  ad  will 

rerun  automatically,  each  issue  will  require  a  separate  request.  Paid  ads  should  be  sent  to 
SCRIP  TALK  Editor  and  NOT  the  Free  Ad  Editor.  SEND  ALL  FREE  ADS  TO:  Steve  Ratliff, 
N.S.C.A.  Free  Ad  Editor,  1717  Saint  Marys  Bay  Drive,  Milton,  Florida  32583-7343  or  E-mail 
Steve@Ratliff.com  {Note:  +  at  the  end  of  your  ad  indicates  you  need  to  renew  it.) 

WANTED:  TN  TOKENS,  ENCASED  CENTS,  MIRRORS,  MILITARY,  Masonic,  medals,  pin  back 
pins,  obsolete  A  National  banknotes,  pre-1930  dog  tags,  sports  schedules,  spinner  tokens,  fobs, 
advertising  whetstones,  also  lumber  tokens  from  all  states,  BBC  tokens  with  town  A  state  on  them, 
oval  I.D.  tags,  mining  tags  and  checks.  Joe  C.  Copeland,  P.O.B.  4221,  Oak  Ridge,  TN  37831 
865-482-4215  joecopeland@comcast.net  + 

WANTED  -  FORDSON  COAL  SCRIP  -  All  Nuttallburg  Stores  2097  (Fayette)  WV  -  Nuttallburg 
Commissaries  2097  (Fayette)  WV  -  H  5b,  H  50  -  Twin  Branch  Stores  2855  (McDowell)  WV  -  B  10a  - 
Pond  Creek  Stores  1857  Pike)  KY  -  A  25,  A  100  -  Banner  Fork  Commissaries  151  (Harlan)  KY  -  B  f  c, 
B  5  b,  B50,  El*  Darrell  Rainbolt.  1455  Short  St.  Corydon,  IN  47112  drainbolt@frontier.com 

ph.:  (812)  738-2579  - 

ISLAND  CREEK  STORES  CO  -  $25  coupon  books  -  choice  unused  condition:  10-$1,  20-50$,  10- 
25$,  15-10$  A  25-1$  coupons.  $5  per  book.  Norman  Peters,  P.O.  Box  29,  Lancaster,  NY  14086  + 

EXPLODER  TOKENS  WANTED!  I  will  pay  absolute  top  dollar  for  any  rare  explosive  control  token 
(powder,  dynamite,  blasting  cap,  monobel,  etc.)  Please  let  me  know  what  you  have.  David  E. 
Sehenkman,  P.O.  Box  366,  Bryantown,  MD  20617  dave@turtlehillbanjo.com  + 

3  DIFFERENT  PIECES  OF  W.G.  DUNCAN  COAL  CO.  SCRIP.  Edkins  1701-B50  (R6),  1701-B25 
(R5),  A  1157-A5  (R4).  I  will  sell  this  set  of  three  to  the  highest  bidder.  Only  one  set  available. 
Trades  considered.  PLEASE  WRITE  FIRST.  Possible  trade  for  HTT,  CWT,  CTSP  Large  Cent. 

Steven  Kawalec,  P.O.  Box  4281,  Clifton,  NJ  07012  owlprowler@aol.com  (937)  868-9258  + 

TOP  DOLLARS  PAID  FOR  CARBIDE  CAP  LAMPS,  oil  wick/lard  lamps,  blasting  cap  tins,  scatter 
tags,  carbide  lamp  parts  and  other  small  mining  artifacts  that  I  may  need  in  my  collection.  I  will  pay 
more  than  anyone  for  items  needed  for  my  collection.  Contact  Larry  Click,  1021  N.  Jefferson 
St.,  Arlington,  VA  22205-2454,  703-241-3748  or  email  LarryClick@msn.com  + 

FLORIDA  TOKENS  WANTED  -  Florida  TOKENS  OF  ALL  TYPES  WANTED.  Send  2  stamps  for  free 
sample  of  Florida  Token  Society’s  newsletter,  TOKENEWS  and  request  free  Florida  token.  Check 
out  the  Florida  Token  Society  web  site:  http://www.floridatokensociety.com  you  can  join  and  pay 
dues  on-line!  Steve  Ratliff,  1717  Saint  Marys  Bay  Drive,  Milton,  FL  32583-7343 
Steve@Ratliff.com  check  out  my  EBay  sates,  many  pieces  of  coal  scrip.  All  starting  at  99  cents. 

Search  florida-token-collector,  be  sure  to  click  box  for  “Include  title  and  description."  I  buy 

outright  and  also  auction  consignment  estates,  let  me  know  what  you  have. 

LET  ME  KNOW  WHICH  LIST  YOU  WANT  -  I  need  KY  tokens;  have:  military,  prison, 
transportation,  coal,  lumber,  foreign,  KY,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Mid-West  tokens  to  sell  or  trade.  Gene 
Miller,  3306  Startan  Ct.,  Louisville,  KY  40220 

A  REMINDER,  AFTER  YOUR  AD  MEANS 

IT  IS  TIME  TO  RENEW 

